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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE HELSINKI COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

(January - December 2009)

In the year 2009, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina [hereinafter: HCHR BIH] continued to monitor the state of human rights and freedoms, their promotion and protection in line with international standards. The Committee has used press releases, reports, letters to local and international institutions, in order to draw attention of the institutions and the public to the widespread discrimination in the society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, resulting in numerous and harsh violations of human rights and freedoms of citizens. 
Through participation in public debates, in open radio and TV programmes on human rights, representatives of HCHR also reacted against and warned the public about the violations of human rights. This way, they exerted pressure on the government to amend their practices and policies concerning human rights of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina [hereinafter: BiH]. 
At the end of November, HCHR BIH sent a report to the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, about measures taken for combating racism, intolerance, as well as ethnic and religious discrimination and segregation in BiH. 

In this report, HCHR BIH highlights the international legal instruments to which BiH is committed, the constitutional and legal framework, as well as institutions and specialized bodies intended for fight against racism, racial discrimination, including discrimination on national, ethnic and religious grounds. 
Concerning application of legislation in practice, HCHR BIH pays specific attention to the issues of returnees and displaced persons, refugees, asylum-seekers, health care, right to retirement, education, employment, national minorities and “others”, i.e. the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina who do not wish to, or cannot declare themselves as members of any of the three constitutional peoples or national minorities, and who mostly refer to themselves as “Bosnians”, “Herzegovinians”, or “Bosnians and Herzegovinians”. 
Over the reporting period, HCHR BIH, in coalition with over 30 non-governmental organizations, focused particularly on reporting on the state of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina as part of the Universal Periodic Review, as a new mechanism of the United Nations Human Rights Council. This report covers the topics of discrimination, national minorities, defenders of human rights, torture, inhumane and degrading conduct, sexual minorities, sex- and gender-based violence, persons with disabilities, right to adequate education, children’s rights, social rights, freedom of expression, freedom of association, corruption and human rights. The reports ends with five recommendations for the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, through which they are warned about the enormous gap between international obligations, to which the country is committed on one hand, and the application in practice, on the other. The authorities are also warned that it is necessary to conduct a thorough analysis of application of ratified international conventions and devise concrete programmes for their application. The report was sent to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in September 2009. 
The Law on Prohibition of Discrimination was adopted in July 2009. It is important to stress that the Chapter 7 of this law stipulates harmonization of other regulation and legislation with this law. The deadline for harmonization is one year. 
Through its working group, HCHR BIH is monitoring implementation of this law and establishment of instruments for fight against discrimination, as well as for harmonization of the existing legislation with the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination. The tardiness of the authorities in fulfilment of these obligations is evident, while the practice of the HCHR Legal Aid Office indicates that the number of citizens’ complaints has increased over the reporting period. Mobbing, discrimination in employment, discrimination on grounds of belonging to a sexual minority, are the incidents mostly reported by citizens addressing HCHR for protection and intervention.
HCHR BIH has continued to work on provision of free legal aid to the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The total number of cases in 2009 was 4,719. There were 710 new cases. The Legal Aid Office has carried over the total of 4,009 cases from previous years (2000-2008), and continued to work on these cases, insisting on more efficient work of courts and state administration on these cases. Upon individual citizen complaints concerning violations of their rights, the total of 358 recommendations and letters of urgency were sent out, and the total of 261 monitoring sessions of court and administration procedures conducted. Moreover, the Legal Aid staff provided the total of 1,066 pieces of legal advice to citizens. Considering the structure of cases received in 2009, the total of 318 were administrative cases, 240 court cases, and 152 labour cases. The number of resolved cases in 2009 totalled 588. The HCHR BIH Legal Aid team submitted their opinions, recommendations and letters of urgency to the relevant authorities in order to turn their attention to the necessity of changes of practice and policies in application of legislation adopted, and thus reduce the number of violations of human rights of citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The projects aiming at provision of free legal aid and work on anti-discrimination policies and practice in BiH were implemented with support of the Swedish Helsinki Committee, under the name “Civil rights defenders” since 2009.
As part of its mission to promote and protect human rights, HCHR BiH has continuously monitored the field of execution of criminal sanctions in BiH. The primary goal was to record the state of human rights of convicts in correctional institutions in BiH. This activity was carried out through direct contacts with prison managements, treatment officers, medical staff and prisoners. HCHR was interested in respect for international standards in the field of execution of criminal sanctions and incidents of torture, inhumane and degrading treatment or punishment (accommodation, health care, nutrition, right to use privileges, reintegration into society, education, prisoners’ complaints). Also, an important aspect of HCHR work directed at the prison population is the work of the Legal Aid Office providing free legal aid for prisoners addressing HCHR. 
These activities of HCHR BIH were recognized by the BiH Ministry of Justice too. Namely, as part of the Justice Sector Reform Strategy in BiH and the accompanying Action Plan, more specifically, the Pillar II of the Strategy, which is related to execution of criminal sanctions, HCHR has engaged in systemic monitoring and evaluation of implementation of measures identified in the Action Plan. 
The project called “Civil Society and Local Community” is a project  implemented through organization of one-day seminars in seven local communities with participants coming from 17 towns in BiH (Mostar, Čapljina, Nevesinje, Srebrenica, Tuzla, Zvornik, Bijeljina, Velika Kladuša, Bihać, Sanski Most, Prijedor, Mrkonjić Grad, Bosansko Grahovo, Jajce, Goražde, Šipovo and Glamoč). The seminars targeted representatives of legislative and executive government at the local level, working bodies of the municipal councils, individuals responsible for enforcement and affirmation of human rights and freedoms in local communities, and non-governmental organizations. The goal of the seminars was to build capacities of Municipal Human Rights Commissions to protect rights of citizens more efficiently, as well as initiate dialogue, exchange of experience and knowledge about international human rights standards and instruments, in relation to existing practices and obligations of local communities. Another goal was to initiate joint contemplation and identification of ways and solutions for better quality and more comprehensive policies of citizen inclusion in decision-making processes in local communities. The seminars were attended by around 175 participants. After the seminars have been realised, monitoring team of the Committee visited local communities.
Both projects, Monitoring of the State of Human Rights in BiH Prisons and Civil Society and Local Community have been implemented in cooperation with the Norwegian Helsinki Committee. 
With support of the Heinrich Böll Foundation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, HCHR also implemented the project “Monitoring of Human Rights to a Healthy Environment – Case Study” with the goal of gaining insight into the level of protection reached and respect for the third-generation human rights, the rights to healthy living and environment.
The main activities were related to initiating dialogue and collection of information on local communities’ approach to environment. Contacts were established with local non-governmental organizations working on environment protection, representatives of local and cantonal authorities, businesses, inspections and relevant health care institutions. The project required an insight into the state of human rights in the field of environment at the following locations: Jajce, Zenica, Srebrenica, Una-Sana Canton (Bihać, Bosanska Krupa and Bužim) and Jablanica/Mostar (Prenj, Čvrsnica and Čabulja). The project implementation report, i.e. the Report on the State of Human Rights to a Healthy Environment was presented to the public at the press conference on 30 November in Sarajevo. 
The project “Coalition Advocacy for Health Protection for All” is implemented by HCHR BIH in partnership with ICVA (project leader), with the aim of ensuring health care for excluded categories of citizens through changes of legislation (on health insurance and health care in both entities) in line with European and international standards. The project activities focused on building of a coalition of around 15 non-governmental organizations and trade union representatives and their activities, but the final beneficiaries are the vulnerable categories of citizens, either those excluded from the health care system or those with difficulties in exercising rights to health care (members of Roma minority, children, women, persons with disabilities, returnees to minority regions). This project was supported by other non-governmental organizations too, which have participated actively in its implementation. The project is financed by the Centre of Civic Initiatives (CCI).

Human rights education of secondary school students continued this year too, through the programme “Human Rights Schools for Youth”. Four schools were organized for around 80 students and 16 trainers. 
Thanks to the Youth Coordinator and the youth groups, HCHR BIH was one of the organizers of the festival “Let’s build bridges, not walls” at the end of April in Mostar. Two schools were organized parallel with the festival – the Regional Human Rights School for Youth, and the School of Global Understanding. The participants came from Norway, United States, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia. Apart from HCHR BIH, the organizers of the Festival were also: the Helsinki Board for Human Rights in Republika Srpska – Bijeljina, Centre for Peace Studies – Zagreb, the Helsinki Board of Serbia – Beograd, Youth Initiative for Human Rights – Priština, Montenegrin Helsinki Committee – Podgorica, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Macedonia – Skopje, as well as the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, the Drammen Municipality (Norway) and the Red Wing Municipality (Minnesota, USA). The Festival was financially supported by the Norwegian Foreign Ministry and the Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway in BiH. 
The work of the HCHR Youth Group, working as part of HCHR since 2004, should be particularly emphasized. In 2009, this group implemented the project entitled “Equal Rights, despite Our Differences”, with the aim of building capacities of the Youth Group through training and information on LGBTTIQ issues, and transfer of knowledge to secondary school students in the Sarajevo Canton and East Sarajevo. The project was funded by the Norwegian Helsinki Committee. Also, members of the Youth Group participated this year in the Regional Travelling Group called “Let’s travel and promote peace”, and organized signing of petition “Together on the journey of South-East Europe towards the EU”.
Throughout the year 2009, HCHR hosted foreign and local groups of students, journalists, activists who wanted to learn more about methods of work of HCHR BIH, and the state of human rights and freedoms in BiH. 

It is important to note that members of the Steering Board, as well as members of the professional staff of HCHR BIH participated in a number of local and regional meetings on the issues of protection of human rights and freedoms. Members of the HCHR BIH Steering Board were engaged as keynote speakers and panel members at many national and international conferences. They also participated frequently in radio and TV programmes open for questions of audience. For example, the chairman of HCHR BIH participated in over 30 international meetings.
In 2009, HCHR published one issue of the HCHR BIH Herald. 
Press releases, open letters, appeals, press conferences
On 11 February 2009, a press conference was organized to present the 2008 Report on the State of Human Rights in BiH.  Over 30 news agencies and media representatives from the whole country attended the press conference. The report was sent to the BiH Presidency, BiH Parliamentary Assembly, the governments and relevant ministries of BiH and the entities, international organizations and the High Representative in BiH, embassies to BiH, as well as non-governmental organizations and individuals interested. The report was also posted on the HCHR web page. 

Over the year 2009, HCHR addressed the public, the authorities, international organizations and individuals 21 times. Two press conferences were organized.
The common trait of all press releases, open letters, letters to government institutions and individuals is HCHR’s emphasis on the insufficient engagement and deficiencies leading to different incidents of violations of human rights and freedoms. HCHR insisted on efficient and consistent implementation of domestic legislation and international standards in the field of human rights and freedoms. 
· On 24 January, HCHR informed the public that the meeting of members of the Coalition for Regional Cooperation and European Integration (COREI), which is made up of organizations from Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedonia and Albania, took place in Sarajevo on 22 and 23 January. The two-year cooperation within the Coalition was positively assessed, and the Memorandum of understanding initialled, stressing, among other things, the importance of regional cooperation in the context of our countries’ rapprochement with the European Union. The Coalition discussed future cooperation, as well as possibilities for this body to increase its influence on the governments of our countries in order to speed up reforms and rapprochement with the European integration. The importance of cooperation with the Regional Cooperation Council was stressed, and its work strongly supported. Hidajet Biščević, the Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation Council in Sarajevo, was informed about this.
· On 26 January, a letter was sent to Mr Miroslav Lajcak, the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The letter expressed dissatisfaction with the High Representative’s attitude towards civil society activists in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Non-governmental organizations, academic circles, institutes, independent experts, have remained outside the scope of interest of Mr Lajcak, as he paid them little attention, thus practically giving up a potential partner in reaching his goals. It was observed that the High Representative underestimated and neglected the role of civil society and did not accept the civil society as a partner. 
· On the same day, a letter of recommendation and warning was sent to the Chairman of the Council of Ministers Nikola Špirić, the BiH Minister for Human Rights and Refugees Safet Halilović, and members of the BiH Council of Ministers, which stressed that the decision of the Council of Ministers on non-acceptance of two members of the so-called “Algerian Group” from the Guantanamo prison is not in line with the European Convention on Human Rights, to which Bosnia and Herzegovina is committed by the Constitution. A state is not only obliged to respect rights and freedoms of its nations, but also all those who reside on its territory, which had been the case for the two men mentioned before they were illegally deported to Guantanamo. With respect for the international law, Bosnia and Herzegovina is obliged to accept these two men, following their acquittal by the US Supreme Court. 
· On 29 January, a letter was sent to the Prime Minister of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina Nedžad Branković, in which he was reminded that the Law on Protection of Members of National Minorities in FBiH from September 2008 stipulated formation of the Council of National Minorities in FBIH, as an advisory body. The Ministry of Justice held a meeting with the goal of establishment of this body, but it became evident on this occasion that there are many ambiguities concerning the process of establishment, which clearly demonstrates that the current status of the National Minorities Council is unclear in terms of its powers and responsibilities, organizational and technical issues, financing, proposing by-laws, etc. For this reason, the Prime Minister should take certain action in order to ensure normal work of the National Minorities Council as an important step towards improvement of the status of national minorities in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
· On 7 February, HCHR most strongly condemned the frequent attacks on the editor, journalists and cameramen of the 60 Minutes current affairs programme. Death threats, physical assaults, attempts to disrupt reporting constitute orchestrated intentions to put media under control and silence criticism. 
· In the 19 March press release, the attack on journalist Slobodan Vasković in Trebinje was condemned. It was observed that this was an act of violence inspired by and protected by politicians and religious leaders, more specifically, the Republika Srpska Prime Minister Milorad Dodik and the Zahumsko-hercegovački Bishop Grigorije. This was assessed as intimidation and silencing of reporters and media exploring cases of corruption and crime. It was also noted that it was not enough from law enforcement agencies to punish only the direct perpetrators of attacks on journalists, but also the inspirers of threats against the freedom of expression and opinion should be punished too.
· HCHR issued a press released under the titled „Grigorije calls for inquisition” on 7 April, protesting against the Zahumsko-hercegovačka Parish Court verdict temporarily excommunicating human rights defenders Nikola Sekulović and Blažo Stevović from the Serbian Orthodox Church, which constitutes a harsh violation of human rights and exceeds the boundaries of religious freedoms. It was noted that this kind of punishment for opinions expressed was impermissible. 
· On 13 May, a letter was sent to the Chairman of the BiH Council of Ministers, the Minister of Security, the Minister of Human Rights and Refugees, the Director of Office for Foreigners’ Affairs and the High Representative to BiH, expressing concern with the prospects of Awada Aiman and Benkhira Aissa, residents of the Lukavica Refugee Centre. 

· On 13 June, HCHR sent a letter to the FBIH Minister of Health Safet Omerović, and issued a press release stating that the waiting lists for Herceptin, medication for breast cancer patients, are unacceptable from the aspect of human rights. It was requested from the FBIH Government and the Ministry of Health to urgently take necessary measures and abolish the shameful lists, provide every patient with appropriate assistance and therapy, and make Herceptin available for all.
· On 29 June, HCHR and over 20 non-governmental organizations invited parliamentarians of both houses of the BiH Parliamentary Assembly to give up their vacation, and, in permanent session, try to adopt the necessary reforms for Bosnia and Herzegovina joining the group of countries expecting EU visa liberalization. 
· On 28 August, a letter was sent to Abid Kolašinac, in the Office for Assembly Affairs of the Sarajevo Canton Assembly, giving proposals and remarks concerning the Draft Law on Public Gathering. The proposals were summed up in five key points, mostly referring to more specific and decisive protection of human rights in the draft law mentioned. 
· On 22 September, a letter was sent to Selmo Cikotić, the BiH Minister of Defence, in which he was suggested to use his powers and launch an initiative for changes of the Law on BiH Armed Forces, more specifically Article 16, in order to create the possibility of association in a trade union or professional association within the BiH Armed Forces.
· On 24 September, HCHR issued a press release condemning the attack against Elvira Cerić, BHRT reporter, Enesa Hrustanović, RTV FBiH reporter, and cameraman Hasan Arnautović from Bihać by Mujo Beganović, deputy of the SDA party in the Una-Sana Canton Assembly. It was also highlighted in the release that it is high time for the escalation of intimidations, threats and attacks on journalists and media to stop in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This act of violence was considered particularly alarming, bearing in mind that it was committed by a government representative. 
· On 27 October, HCHR issued a press release strongly condemning the threats uttered against participants of primary and secondary education workers strike in Una-Sana Canton. This was related particularly to the accusations by the Una-Sana Canton Government. HCHR BIH believes the right to strike is guaranteed by the top international legal acts in the field of human rights, as well as the Constitutions of BiH and FBiH. For this reason, this right cannot be challenged by the Una-Sana Canton executive government. The solution would be for the relevant cantonal authorities to start a dialogue with trade union representatives as soon as possible, in order to find the best solutions for protection of interests of children and education workers. The letter was also sent to the ministers in the Una-Sana Canton Government, the International Labour Organization, the Trade Unions of Pre-School, Primary and Secondary Education, and the Independent Trade Unions of BiH.

· On 9 December, as part of observance of the International Day of Human Rights, 10 December, HCHR addressed the public by means of a press release under the title “Ethnic discrimination threatens human rights the most”. On this occasion, HCHR particularly highlighted the responsibility of politicians, religious leaders and media for the situation we are facing. In the name of rights of all citizens, politicians, religious leaders and media workers were urged to give up hate speech, chauvinist rhetoric and intolerance, and create an atmosphere of mutual respect, respect for differences, to the benefit of all three constitutional peoples in Bosnia and Herzegovina, members of national minorities and all those who feel like and declare themselves as Bosnians and Herzegovinians.
The media followed the implementation of all HCHR programmes, and informed the public regularly. 
Publishing










HCHR BIH continued to issue the HCHR Herald in 2009 (one issue), with the total of 500 copies, primarily thanks to the Heinrich Böll Foundation, Sarajevo Office, which financed publishing of this issue. 

Cooperation with other national Helsinki Committees and international organizations
Over the year 2009, HCHR BIH established cooperation with a series of organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina and abroad. We particularly stress the good, years’ long cooperation with the Norwegian and Swedish Helsinki Committees, the Heinrich Böll Foundation – Sarajevo Office, and non-governmental organizations in the Western Balkans.
Cooperation was also established with a series of non-governmental organizations in BiH and the region; the COREI network, Ask for More and the Plus Network; as well as the organizations ICVA, Rights for All, Woman and Society Centre, Centre for Development and Support.
All documents of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina are available on the web page: www.bh-hchr.org 

List of HCHR activities in 2009
January:

24 January
Sarajevo: Meeting of the Coalition for Regional Cooperation and European Integration
24 January
Press release: Memorandum of Understanding between organizations constituting the Balkans Coalition for European Integration (COREI) signed
26 January
Letter to the High Representative to BiH Miroslav Lajčak: Expressing dissatisfaction with the attitude towards civil society subjects in BiH
26 January
Letter to the ministers in the BiH Council of Ministers: Warning against the decision of the Council of Ministers not to accept two members of the so-called Algerian Group returning from Guantanamo prison to Bosnia and Herzegovina
29 January
Letter to Nedžad Branković, the FBIH Prime Minister: (Non)Formation of the National Minorities Council of FBIH
30 January
Letter to Alija Behmenu, the Mayor of Sarajevo: R
eminder of the Protocol on Cooperation between Sarajevo, Zagreb and Belgrade signed as part of the Igman Initiative, and the Action Plan for Fight against Racism in Cities, as part of the Declaration of Coalition of European Cities against Racism.
February:

7 February

Press release: Attack on 60 Minutes reporters condemned
11 February

Promotion of Report on the State of Human Rights in BiH for 2008
19 February

Visit of HCHR Monitoring Team to Kula Prison
23 February

Visit of HCHR Monitoring Team to Sarajevo Prison 
24 February
Letter of support to Nikola Sekulović, member of HCHR BIH, following physical attack against him
March:

19 March
Press release: Attack on journalist Slobodan Vasković in Trebinje condemned
23 March

Visit of HCHC Monitoring Team to Sokolac Prison
April:

6 April
Letter to representative of the religious community, Jehovah’s Witnesses Luca Calcagni: Cases of physical assaults, threats and intimidation of members of the religious community Jehovah’s Witnesses
7 April
Press release: Condemnation of violations of human rights in case of verdict of Zahumsko-hercegovačka Parish Court excommunicating temporarily Nikola Sekulović and Blažo Stevović from Serbian Orthodox Church 
11 April
HCHR BIH and Youth Group organize signing of petition “Together on the journey of South-East Europe towards the EU”
17 April
Mostar: Seminar „Civic society and local community “

17/24 April
Mostar: Regional school of human rights for youth and the Festival „Let’s build bridges, not walls!“

May:

13 May 
Letter to the Chairman of the BiH Council of Ministers, the Minister of Security, the Minister of Human Rights, the Director of Office of Foreigners’ Affairs and the High Representative for BiH: Concern with the fate of Awad Aiman and Benkhir Aissa, who are accommodated in the Lukavica Refugee Centre
24/31 May
26th Human Rights School for Youth in Goražde
25 May/1 June
27th Human Rights School for Youth in Goražde
June:

2/9 June
28th Human Rights School for Youth in Maglaj

3/10 June
29th Human Rights School for Youth in Maglaj

9 June 
Letter to Safet Omerović, FBiH Minister of Health: Appeal to abolish waiting lists for Herceptin medication
13 June
Press release: Appeal to abolish waiting lists for Herceptin medication
29 June
Press release: Request from parliamentarians for permanent session of parliament until criteria for abolition of Schengen visas are met

- 
Fact finding missions within the project: „Civil society and local community“
July:

14 July

Visit of HCHR Monitoring Team to Tuzla Prison
15 July

Visit of HCHR Monitoring Team to Doboj District Prison
16 July
Jajce: „Monitoring of the state of human rights to a healthy environment – case study”
August:

28 August
Letter to the Sarajevo Canton Assembly: Proposals for changes of Draft Law on Public Gathering in Sarajevo Canton
28 August
Letter to Zdravko Krsmanović, Mayor of Foča: Support for initiative to name one street in Foča after tragically killed Srđan Aleksić
September:

4 September 
Mrakovica/Kozara: Seminar „Civil society and local community“

3 September

Ostrožac na Uni: Seminar „Civil society and local community“

17 September

Vlasenica: Seminar „Civil society and local community“

18 September

Zvornik: Seminar „Civil society and local community“

22 September
Letter to Selmo Cikotić, BiH Minister of Defence: Proposal for allowing organization of a trade union or a professional association in armed forces of BiH
24 September
Press release: Condemnation of attack against Elvira Cerić, BHRT journalist, Enesa Hrustanović, RTV FBiH journalist, and cameraman Hasan Arnautović from Bihać by Mujo Beganović, SDA deputy to Una-Sana Canton Assembly
October:

5 October
Zenica: „Monitoring of state of human rights to a healthy environment  - case study”
13 October
Letter to Carl Bildt, Swedish Foreign Minister: Condemnation of arrest of activists of the “Citizen Action” association in front of the Butmir camp

- 
Fact finding missions within the project: „Civil society and local community“
14 October
Visit of HCHR Monitoring Team to Mostar Prison
16 October
Mrkonjić Grad: Seminar „Civil society and local community“

27 October
Press release: Condemnation of threats against education workers striking in Una-Sana Canton
November:

6 November 
Srebrenica: „Monitoring of state of human rights to a healthy – case study”
7 November

Visit of HCHR Monitoring Team to Bihać prison
9 November
Una-Sana Canton: „Monitoring of state of human rights to a healthy environment – case study”
12 November
Hercegovina-Neretva Canton: „Monitoring of state of human rights to s healthy environment – case study”
13 November
Letter to Šemsudin Dedić, Prime Minister of the Una-Sana Canton Government: Condemnation of pressures by authorities during weeks’ long strike of education workers in this canton

- 
Fact finding missions within the project: „Civil society and local community“
23 November

HCHR Monitoring Team visit of Busovača prison
26 November
Letter – response to Dika Bejdić, Director of Una-Sana Canton Public Boradcaster concerning this broadcaster’s attitude towards leadership of education workers trade union
30 November
Press conference: Presentation of Report on the State of Human Rights to a Healthy Environment (Jajce, Zenica, Srebrenica, Bihać, Bosanska Krupa, Bužim, Mostar and Jablanica – Case study)

30 November
Letter to Hamdija Lipovača, Mayor of Bihać: Support to initiative for naming one street in Bihać after Srdjana Aleksić

December:

7 December 
Letter to Sadik Ahmetović, BiH Minister of Security: Violations of European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in the case of extended supervision of persons of African and Asian background in the Immigration Centre
9 December
Press release on 10 December, International Human Rights Day: Ethnic discrimination threatens human rights the most
Ante Fijamenga 14 b, Sarajevo, Bosna i Hercegovina
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